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Report from the Co-Chairs, December 2012

2013 has been an exceptional year with a full schedule of regular activities and a gala event, the North Devon BioBlitz on 7th September.    
Talks Programmes  - Our two annual 10 week programmes organised by John Broomhead, Malcolm Roberts  and Paula Ferris continue to be popular.  Keith Hiscock launched the spring programme and set a standard for fascinating wildlife coverage that was sustained with talks on birds, seals, lobsters, mussels and whelks, with echinoderms still to come, and an introduction to terrestrial invertebrates for comparison. Heritage topics, including wooden ships, and pioneering wildlife naturalists and photographers,  broadened our horizons. Kyaking, icebergs and ice cream took us in to new territory and thoroughly entertained us on the way.   
North Devon BioBlitz - for many of us the highlight of the year, held at Woolacombe on 7th September to celebrate the Biosphere’s 10th anniversary.  The organising team worked for many months, with help from Partners, most notably the National Trust. Led by Jim Monroe, with sub-groups under Sue Austin, Malcolm Roberts, Marjorie Heath, Paula Ferris, and Pip Jollands, they reported to a Steering Committee chaired by Robert Down. The outcome, as reported to the Big Lottery, whose grant of £4481 made the BioBlitz possible was as follows:

· A resounding success, the bioblitz was shown to be an enjoyable and effective way of sharing & developing scientific interests across wide range of people

· About 100 experts & volunteers took part 

· 750 members of the public attended

· 300 school children were involved 

· 768 species including a ladybird new to North Devon found, identified and submitted to national data bases

· Broke down barriers between naturalists & public, confidence of all concerned boosted.  A visiting experienced bioblitzer & college lecturer said “This is the first bioblitz I’ve been to where the balance between science & public has been exactly right, Well done.”

· Taught all concerned new ways of seeing, sharing & understanding nature

· Increased public awareness of rich local wildlife and how they could get involved

· Data added to national data bases for a previously under-recorded area 

· Coastwise North Devon members learned new skills to invest in future activities

· On-line Legacy Pack in preparation

Other 2013 activities, as featured in the website and our Newsletters (www.coastwisenorthdevon.org.uk): 

· 5 shore safaris, 3 Shore Thing monitoring sessions, a Microscope Workshop at Ilfracombe Dive Club, and the annual trip to Topsham and The Exe organised by John Broomhead & Robert Jutsum.  
· 22 Coastwise members took part in a weekend at Looe organised by Mavis Symons in April. Heather Buttivant, the chair of Looe Marine Conservation Group kindly hosted two shore surveys.

· A few weeks later a dozen or so members took part in the Looe MCG bioblitz, to renew acquaintances and pick up some tips for the North Devon BioBlitz in September 

· A Facebook Group open to members and potential members was set up by Janice Whittington with 20 members to date.
· 6 social meetings were held 
· The Fullabrook Community Fund awarded Coastwise a grant of £417.98 for the purchase of a powerful Windows 8 laptop computer used for presentations and digital microscopy, with technical support from Robert Down & Eric Pufahl.

· Robert Durrant was appointed the Coastwise representative on the Lundy MCZ Advisory Group
· Coastwise  was represented at the 2nd annual meeting of south west VMCAs, Newquay in January by Janice Whittington and Paula Ferris

· Jenny Marsen attended the MCS’s London March on 25 February.  

· Brenda Aydon took part took part in Ilfracombe Aquarium’s recent ethical review.  The Aquarium will continue to look to Coastwise for future participants.

· Janice Whittington and Sandy Johnson attended a Marine Educators’ Training Weekend in Plymouth organised and funded by the MBA. 

· In May Sarah Hotchkiss & Janice Whittington took Bath Spa literature students to Hele Beach, a Gosse haunt, as a precursor to the successful Seaside Science project application to FLAG (Fisheries Local Action Group). 
· Coastwise has given support to several bids for FLAG funding in response to requests from applicants. 
· Coastwise registered its objections to the subsequently withdrawn Atlantic Array windfarm proposal with the Planning Inspectorate.
· None of the 5 MCZs for North Devon recommended the Biosphere Marine Working Group, which included Coastwise representation, were identified by Defra for further consideration in the first tranche. Work is to continue on promoting these for the next round. 

· Robert Down was interviewed by students at Park School to provide a Coastwise perspective on Marine Conservation Areas.

· An EU funded project on valuing marine and coastal ecosystem services, ValMer, will include North Devon’s soft marine sediments as one of 6 case study areas. Coastwise is represented in the project’s stakeholder group. 
Membership Numbers – Marjorie Heath
Our Coast enrolments showing Full and Associate membership:

	Year
	Session
	Full
	Associate
	Total

	2009
	Autumn
	49
	14
	63

	2010
	Spring
	44
	16
	60

	2010
	Autumn
	48
	16
	64

	2011
	Spring
	48
	22
	70

	2011
	Autumn
	47
	18
	65

	2012
	Spring
	45
	20
	65

	2012
	Autumn
	46
	12
	58

	2013
	Spring
	43
	16
	59

	2013
	Autumn
	47
	14
	61


Co-Chairs, Malcolm Roberts & Paula Ferris

November 2013
